
26.  Dealing with the Curia 
 

When our Marist pilgrims emerged from their audience with Pope Gregory on 
September 28, 1833, they still had more than a month before the Church’s administration, 
the Curia, was back from vacation and got back to work. Frs. Chanel and Bourdin would be 
needed back at the minor seminary in Belley where they taught, so the decision was that 
they, together with Fr. Colin, would travel to Loreto, Italy, to visit what was believed to be 
the house of the Blessed Virgin, transported, according to legend, by angels from Nazareth 
to Loretto. They arrived on October 5th, and Chanel and Bourdin departed a few days later 
for the long journey back to France.  Fr. Colin remained in Loretto for another week.  
Undoubtedly for Colin, given his great devotion to the Blessed Virgin, this was a heavenly 
time.  He was able to celebrate Mass in the Holy House six times during his stay in Loretto.  
One can imagine how difficult it must have been for him to pull himself away and head 
back to Rome for the distasteful work of negotiations with the Curia.  On the other hand, his 
devotion to Mary and to Mary’s Society strengthened him for the task. 

 
Before going to Loretto, Fr. Colin had consulted with some members of the Curia.  

They suggested that he combine the rules of the four branches—the Fathers, the Sisters, the 
Brothers, and the Lay Branch or Third Order—into one document.  This Fr. Colin 
proceeded now to do, spending all of November drafting the Summarium or Summary of 
the Rules.  We spoke in an earlier episode of this document that lays out the vast scope of 
the projected Society of Mary.  When he had completed the Summarium, Fr. Colin took it to 
Cardinal Odescalchi, Prefect of the Congregation of Bishops and Regulars.  Odescalchi 
handed it on to Cardinal Castracane, who would be the one to handle the Marist case.  Fr. 
Colin had several interviews with Castracane.  They respected each other very much.  But 
the Cardinal was wary of the enormous scope of the Marist project, embracing as it did four 
branches, one of which, the lay branch, was supposed to bring all the faithful under the 
protection of Mary.  Cardinal Castracane, sensitive to the political circumstances of the 
time, said, perhaps half jokingly but also quite seriously, that such a widespread, potentially 
international organization of lay Catholics would “make the princes tremble”!!! 

 
Bowing to the reality of the obvious opposition to the Marist project as he had presented 

it, Colin reduced his request to the following: that the priests of the two dioceses of Lyon 
and Belley be allowed, subject to the approval of the Ordinaries (Bishops), to elect a 
Superior; and that Indulgences be granted to the several branches of the Society.  Fr. Colin 
then returned to Belley.  Ironically, what eventually came in the mail from Rome was 
neither permission for the priests to elect a Superior, nor Indulgences for the priests, 
brothers or sisters, but only three Briefs of Indulgences for the Third Order.  These Briefs,  



Prayer for Vocations to the 
Society of Mary (Marists) 

 
Lord Jesus 
You gave the Church St Peter 
Chanel as an example to 
Marists and the people of 
Oceania of gentleness, 
compassion and love in action. 
Welcome many young men and 
women into the Marist Family, 
to work as Priests, Brothers 
and Sisters. Help us too, to 
share our charism with lay 
people throughout the world 
and to work in partnership 
with them in Mission for the 
good of your Church and our 
world. This prayer we make to 
the Father in your name and 
through the Holy Spirit. Amen  
Mary Mother of the Church 
and our mother, choose more 
young people to follow Jesus 
your Son in religious life and 
priesthood and to bear your 
name as members of your 
Society. 
 (Please pray this prayer often.) 
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in effect, amounted to a sort of approbation for the lay branch of the Society, the very part of 
the plan that Cardinal Castracane was so opposed to! 

To be continued...
 

 

Fr. Colin stayed at the Church of the Twelve 
Apostles in Rome, opposite the Odescalchi Palace 
where he would meet with one of the curial 
cardinals seeking approval for the Marist project. 

The Holy House of 
Our Lady in the 
Shrine of Loreto. 
 

The Bascilica della 
Santa Casa – Basilica 
of the Holy House. 




