4. The Commitment

- of Our Lady of Fourviére. At least for some of them it is the beginning of a life-long
~journey. They enter the chapel and prepare to celebrate Mass. Ordained on the
previous day, Jean-Claude Courveille will celebrate his first Mass and the others will
_assist him. But first they affix their signatures to a document they have brought with
them and place under the corporal (the large square cloth) on the altar. In it they
commit themselves to work to found the Society of Mary:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

All for the greater glory of God and the greater honor of Mary, Mother of the Lord
Jesus.

We the undersigned, striving to work together for the greater glory of God and the
honor of Mary, Mother of the Lord Jesus, assert and declare our sincere intention and
firm will of consecrating ourselves at the first opportunity to founding the pious
congregation of Maryists. That is why by the present act and our signatures, in so far
as we can, we irrevocably dedicate ourselves and all our goods to the Society of the
blessed Virgin. We do this not childishly or lightly or for some human motive or the
hope of material benefit, but seriously, maturely, having taken advice, having weighed
everything before God, solely for the greater glory of God and the honor of Mary,
Mother of the Lord Jesus. We pledge ourselves to accept all sufferings, trials,
inconveniences and, if needs be, torture, because we can do all things in Christ Jesus
who strengthens us and to whom we hereby promise fidelity in the bosom of our holy
mother the Roman catholic church, cleaving with all our strength to its supreme head
the Roman pontiff and to our most reverend bishop, the ordinary, that we may be good
ministers of Jesus Christ, nourished with the words of faith and of the wholesome
teaching which by his grace we have received. We trust that, under the reign of our
most Christian king, the friend of peace and religion, this institute will shortly come to
light and we solemnly promise that we shall spend ourselves and all we have in saving
souls in every way under the very august name of the Virgin Mary and with her help.

All this is subject to the wiser judgment of our superiors.

May the holy and immaculate conception of the blessed Virgin Mary be praised. .




ears to bring the Society into reahty Over the years, all but four would becom
- impatient and take other paths in their service of God in the Church. But for the
- four who persevered, this document shaped their lives, and their work has shaped
- the lives of all of us who have chosen the Marist way of life as priests, brothers,
- sisters or lay men and women.
To be continued
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Prayer for Vocations to the Society of Mary (Marists)

Lord Jesus

You gave the Church St Peter Chanel as an example to Marists and the people of
Oceania of gentleness, compassion and love in action. Welcome many young
men and women into the Marist Family, to work as Priests, Brothers and
Sisters. Help us too, to share our charism with lay people throughout the world
and to work in partnership with them in Mission for the good of your Church
and our world. This prayer we make to the Father in your name and through the
Holy Spirit. Amen

Mary Mother of the Church and our mother, choose more young people to follow
Jesus your Son in religious life and priesthood and to bear your name as
members of your Society.

(Please pray this prayer often.)






