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9 JeanClaude Colm

* Constitution of the Clergy Whereby the government would make all clergy :
“appointments, and all priests were required to take an oath of loyalty to the government.
The Pope did not acquiesce to this, so priests were faced with a choice of loyalty to the -
universal Church or loyalty to the Revolution. Within a couple years, those priests who
refused to take the oath were being threatened with imprisonment or death.

Many rural priests refused, and were hunted down. Fr. Cabuchet, the pastor of St.
~ Bonnet le Troncy, the Colins’ parish, at first took the oath, but when the parishioners
reacted negatively, he retracted it. Jean-Claude’s father was involved in supporting the
priest and himself had to hide for a full year. His house was sealed up and his goods
sold. Eventually the government relented, and he was rehabilitated. But less than a year
later, when Jean-Claude was five years old, his parents died, perhaps in part due to the
rigors caused by this revolutionary turmoil.

When his mother was dying, she told Jean-Claude and his seven siblings that now
their only mother was their heavenly mother, Mary, the mother of God. Perhaps this
was the beginning of his deep devotion to Mary. The children, including Jean-Claude,
were then placed in the custody of an unmarried uncle and his housekeeper. They were
well-meaning people, but it was probably not the best situation for Jean-Claude to grow
up in. Some of the scrupulosity and some reticence and reclusiveness that he developed
may have been the result.

During his childhood years, Jean-Claude spent a lot of time alone in the woods or in
the church before the statue of Our Lady of Seven Sorrows. Mary had a favored place in
the devotions of this orphan boy eager for prayer and solitude. At fourteen, he had an
attack of scruples as he approached his first Holy Communion. His older brother Pierre
had gone to the seminary, and Jean-Claude followed. But it was not clear that he was
interested in the priesthood, again because the thought of ordination and of being in the
public eye raised more scruples in his mind.

Later in his life he said that during his years in the minor seminary he gave some

thought about a religious community, and may have even developed a plan for it and
considered which of his fellow seminarians would make good members. But he also =

: aeknowledged that he would never have taken the initiative to begin anything hlmself




_ priests, ‘ﬂedlcated to Mary, and undertakmg parish missions in rural areas, he sald to ‘himself, ;
“Ah, that is for you!” and agreed to join. Courveille’s project may have shown him how he
could function in public as a priest, imitating Mary, the humble servant of the Lord. He was
ordained on July 22, 1816, and was in the group of twelve who ascended the hill of Fourviere
the next day.

To be continued...

Prayer for Vocations to the
Society of Mary (Marists)

Lord Jesus

You gave the Church St Peter
Chanel as an example to Marists
and the people of Oceania of
gentleness, compassion and love in
action. Welcome many young men
and women into the Marist Family,
to work as Priests, Brothers and
Sisters. Help us too, to share our
charism with lay people throughout
the world and to work in
partnership with them in Mission
for the good of your Church and
our world. This prayer we make to
the Father in your name and
through the Holy Spirit. Amen

Mary Mother of the Church and
our mother, choose more young
people to follow Jesus your Son in
religious life and priesthood and to
bear your name as members of your
Society.

(Please pray this prayer often.)

Countryside near the hamlet of Barbery where
Jean-Claude was born.

Forest of Barbery: the Colin family would hide i
their parish priest here. Later, the young Jean-
Clade would come here for quiet and solace.
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